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guffey/as GRIZZLY WRESTLERS AT BOBCAT INV.:
11/30/79 HAVE FIRST HOME MEET OF 1979-80
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hometowns
M I S S O U L A —
Twelve returning lettermen, including five Big Sky C o n f erence placers give 
University of Montana wrestli ng coach Jerry Hicks an optimistic attitude about 
the 1979-80 season.
The top returnee is Jim Clowes (l67),who placed second in last year's 
conference tourney hosted by Idaho State. Brad Benn (150) placed third; Mike 
Tice (126) and Neil Freitas (190) each placed fourth, and Scott Morton (190), 
w ho redshirted last year, was third in 1978.
Other Grizzlies who Hicks expects to be top wrestlers for the Grizzlies 
are: Doug Forrest (118); John Carver (134); Jim Brubaker (142); Kelly Morton 
(158) and Matt Popham (167). Hicks noted that Freitas will w r e s t l e  at 177 
this year.
Last season's Grizzly team placed only one Big Sky C h a mp--heavyweight Dan 
Scow, from Great Falls, MT. This season Hick's hopes were bolstered when three 
Grizzly football players turned out for the team. Pat Norwood (230 pounds),
Myke Miller (245) and Arnie Rigoni (225) were all three former high school 
state champions.
Also figuring into the Grizzlies' future plans are Randy Reed from Billings, 
and Dan Kaluza from Havre. Both were outstanding high school competitors, and 
are expected to help next season.
First-year coach Jerry Hicks is looking to rebuild the wres t l i n g  fortunes 
at UM. He was unable to recruit this past season, but still has hopes for
th i s 1979 ~80 squad.
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"We have several good wrestlers from last year's team, but we definitely 
have a long way to go," he said. "We can't realistically expect to unseat 
established, full-funded programs like Boise State's in one year. It's going 
to be a somewhat slow building process -- but we can do it."
Hicks said he expects the Big Sky to be very competitive as usual. He 
expects Boise State to be the team to beat.
"It would be foolish of me at this time to predict where we'll finish 
in the Big Sky," he said. "I hope we can improve on last season's 0-8 dual 
record, although we w r estle a very tough dual meet schedule which includes 
matches against the University of Washington and Washington State. I do know 
we'll be very competitive. I expect us to be much better than average in 
the upper weights -- 150 through heavyweight. If we can keep everyone 
healthy and get some marked improvement in our lower weights, we'll be in 
the top three or four in the conference."
Montana finished fourth in the Big Sky last season with 39i points.
Boise State was the winner with 87£, followed by Weber State (76) and Idaho 
State (56i). Montana State(36 3/A) and Northern Arizona (131) placed fifth, 
and sixth, respectively.
The Grizzlies' first Big Sky match is Saturday, Dec. 14, when they host 
Montana State. The meet begins at A p.m.
